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Parish Council Members 
Paul Chacalos               242-6467 
George Cosmides               233-7961 
Paul Joanou                243-1671 
Liz Kademenos                242-5907 
Gus Kayafas                233-1816 
George Spanos         412-221-5970 
Patrick Riddle               243-8951 
Lesa Vasiliou        412-217-1648 
Pete Sapon                 242-2992 
Annette Vidis               232-7143 
Bill Petroplus 
John Karras                233-2211 
 
Parish Council Officers 
George Spanos        President 
Gus Kayafas         Vice President 
Annette Vidis                   Secretary 
Lesa Vasiliou        Treasurer 
Pete Sapon          Assist. Treasurer 
Elizabeth Kademenos       Corresp. Secretary 
 
Auditing Committee 
Steve Grammen, George Mamakos 
  & Frank Joanou 
 
Church Secretary 
Janice Ogden               233-0757 
  Office Hours:                  M-F 10:00-1:00                   
                Or by appointment  
 
Custodian 
Bill Milan                 695-6269 
 
Chanter 
Steve Frangos 
 
Choir Director 
Annette Vidis 
 

Ministry Leaders 
Spiritual Growth & Outreach 
   Patrick & Melanie Riddle 
Youth Ministries 
   Maria Kayafas & Melanie Riddle 
Bylaws 
   George Spanos & Lesa Vasiliou 
Newsletter 
   Melanie Riddle & Janice Ogden 
Public Relations 
   Melanie Riddle 
Liturgical Needs 
   Gus Kayafas 
Living Memorial Endowment  
   George Margaretes & Jim Hadjis 
Fundraising & Social 
   George Cosmides & Bill Petroplus 
Financial Planning 
   Paul Joanou & John Karras 
Maintenance 
   Patrick Riddle & Gus Kayafas 
Stewardship 
   Paul Joanou & Pete Sapon 
Hellenic Center & Parking 
   Liz Kademenos & Lesa Vasiliou 
Sanctuary Beautification 
   Gus Kayafas 
 
Philoptochos       Lesa Vasiliou & Annette Vidis 
 
Over Fifties       Fr. Spiro Kehayes & George Margaretes 
 
Hara        Louise Mamakos 
 
Agape Dancers    Maria Kayafas 
 
Greek School       Stella Parikakis   
 
Trustees         George Varlas 
                              George Mamakos 
                              Gus Sokos 
                     Goldie Basil  
         Dr. James Hadjis��
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· Laurel Chacalos and Maria Kayafas are our Sunday School instructors for the 
month of January.  Make a New Year’s resolution to attend church with your 
family and allow them to enjoy fellowship with their Orthodox peers. 

 
· Thank you to everyone who donated hats on the youth Christmas tree.  Father 

sent them off with the coats that were donated. 
 
· A giant thank you goes out to Sherri Kellas for organizing our Christmas 

Pageant.  It was a great experience for the kids!  They enjoyed practices and the 
performance. Sherri’s father made the beautiful manger for our church.  What a 
blessed donation! Santa was a welcome guest and all the children had a chance 
to share their thoughts with him. 

 
· On January 4th our Sunday School classes will sit in the front pews on the left 

side of church.  We will stay in church for our St. Basil lesson which will be lead 
by Father Spiro before he cuts the Vasilopeta.  Attendance will be taken! 

 
· A Pancake Breakfast will be held on January 11th to benefit the youth of St. 

John.  The older Sunday School students will be volunteering under the 
leadership of Dana Chirpas, Maria Kayafas, and Kathy Figaretti. 
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Saint Seraphim was born in the town of Kursk in 
1759. From tender childhood he was under the 
protection of the most holy Mother of God, who, 
when he was nine years old, appeared to him in a 
vision, and through her icon of Kursk, healed him 
from a grave sickness from which he had not been 
expected to recover. At the age of nineteen he 
entered the monastery of Sarov, where he amazed 
all with his obedience, his lofty asceticism, and his 
great humility. In 1780 the Saint was stricken with 
a sickness which he manfully endured for three 
years, until our Lady the Theotokos healed him, 
appearing to him with the Apostles Peter and 
John. He was tonsured a monk in 1786, being 
named for the holy Hieromartyr Seraphim, Bishop 
of Phanarion (Dec. 4), and was ordained deacon a 
year later. In his unquenchable love for God, he 
continually added labours to labours, increasing in 
virtue and prayer with titan strides. Once, during 
the Divine Liturgy of Holy and Great Thursday, 
he was counted worthy of a vision of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who appeared encompassed by the 
heavenly hosts. After this dread vision, he gave 
himself over to greater labours.In 1794, Saint 
Seraphim took up the solitary life in a cell in the 
forest. This period of extreme asceticism lasted 
some fifteen years, until 1810. It was at this time 
that he took upon himself one of the greatest feats 
of his life. Assailed with despondency and a storm 
of contrary thoughts raised by the enemy of our 
salvation, the Saint passed a thousand nights on a 
rock, continuing in prayer until God gave him 
complete victory over the enemy. On another 
occasion, he was assaulted by robbers, who broke 

his chest and his head with their blows, leaving 
him almost dead. Here again, he began to recover 
after an appearance of the most holy Theotokos, 
who came to him with the Apostles Peter and 
John, and pointing to Saint Seraphim, uttered 
those awesome words, "This is one of my kind."In 
1810, at the age of fifty; weakened with his more 
than human struggles, Saint Seraphim returned to 
the monastery for the third part of his ascetical 
labours, in which he lived as a recluse until 1825. 
For the first five years of his reclusion, he spoke 
to no one at all, and little is known of this period. 
After five years, he began receiving visitors little 
by little, giving counsel and consolation to ailing 
souls. In 1825, the most holy Theotokos appeared 
to the Saint and revealed to him that it was 
pleasing to God that he fully end his seclusion; 
from this time the number of people who came to 
see him grew daily. It was also at the command of 
the holy Virgin that he undertook the spiritual 
direction of the Diveyevo Convent. He healed 
bodily ailments, foretold things to come, brought 
hardened sinners to repentance, and saw clearly 
the secrets of the heart of those who came to him. 
Through his utter humility and childlike 
simplicity, his unrivalled ascetical travails, and his 
angel-like love for God, he ascended to the 
holiness and greatness of the ancient God-bearing 
Fathers and became like Anthony for Egypt, the 
physician for the whole Russian land. In all, the 
most holy Theotokos appeared to him twelve 
times in his life. The last was on Annunciation, 
1831, to announce to him that he would soon, 
enter into his rest. She appeared to him 
accompanied by twelve virgins-martyrs and 
monastic saints-with Saint John the Baptist and 
Saint John the Theologian. With a body ailing and 
broken from innumerable hardships, and an 
unspotted soul shining with the light of Heaven, 
the Saint lived less than two years after this, 
falling asleep in peace on January 2, 1833, 
chanting Paschal hymns. On the night of his 
repose, the righteous Philaret of the Glinsk 
Hermitage beheld his soul ascending to Heaven in 
light. Because of the universal testimony to the 
singular holiness of his life, and the seas of 
miracles that he performed both in life and after 
death, his veneration quickly spread beyond the 
boundaries of the Russian Empire to every corner 
of the earth.    Www.goarch.org 
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When Jesus was baptized by Saint John the Baptist in the River Jordan, God the Father 
spoke saying, "This is my Son. I am pleased with Him."   At the same time the Holy 
Spirit was seen as a white dove that landed on Jesus.   This day is called Epiphany Day 
or Theophany, which means "God has been shown to us."  Because Jesus blessed the 
waters when he was baptized in the River Jordan, water is blessed in our Church 
Services for Epiphany for us to drink and to bless our homes. 



Orthodox Christian Stewardship: 
Strengthening our Relationship with God 
“Let us commit ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our 
God” 
 
Our Stewardship nourishes our bond with the Lord and ensures the growth of the Church He 
entrusts to our care. Stewardship strengthens our relationship with God because it is a Christ 
centered lifestyle. 

• Orthodox Christian Stewardship strengthens our relationship with God because it is rooted 
in Christ and is grounded in our prayers and in our worship. 

• Orthodox Stewardship strengthens our relationship with God because it affords each and 
every one of us the opportunity to give a portion of our blessings back to God out of love. 

• Orthodox Christian Stewardship strengthens our relationship with the Lord because it is 

founded on the spirit that leads us to proclaim every Sunday: “Let us commit 
ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.” 
 

Our legacy 
Knowing full well our abundant inheritance - now is the time for us to build our legacy and 
strengthen our relationship with Christ. Our Stewardship is nothing less than a faithful 
commitment to God. The work of the Lord, the hope of current and future generations of 
Orthodox Christians depends on all of us and our stewardship. Our Church is an essential 
part of the body of Christ and His plan for the salvation of the world. When we embrace our 
calling to be stewards of His Church we commit ourselves to God and His Good News. The 
more we have been blessed by the Lord our God, the more He expects us to give back to Him 
and His Church in terms of… Our time, our talent and our treasure! 
Sharing our time, talent and treasure is an important way for us to grow as Orthodox 
Christians. It deepens our relationship with God and helps meet the commitment made at our 
Baptism and renewed every Sunday– to serve Christ our God with all our heart, mind, body 
and soul… Forever.  

 I f not YOU... WHO? If not NOW... WHEN? 
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